SCAN PHOTOBOOKS

The Possible is also Reality

If the history of photography had to be summarised in a single area,
it would undoubtedly be in the city photobook. On its double
spreads, the genres of city symphonies, the Japanese Provoke
movement, and street photography, with its ethos of the flaneur,
invoked and conjured the photogenic city. Described by historian
Francoise Choay as a “two-faced metropolis, a mother and a
castrator, an effigy of both progress and perversion,” the city turned
into a stage for the melancholy and even the despair that
accompanied the experience of the industrial and post-industrial
eras.

The Possible is also Reality acknowledges this legacy, choosing,
however, to shift its focus towards the bowels of the globalised and
hyper-connected city of our times. Rather than using images as
mere reproductions of what is already visible, the publications
showcased here bring new visualities to the surface. At the same
time, they suggest that within documentary practices, imaginaries
that do not aim to totalise are possible.

The photobooks selected in The Possible is also Reality forge
unexpected spaces of engagement. Their themes are linked to the
idea of marginality. The city is understood here as a result of political
imagination, incessantly subjected to a dialectical process of
experimentation, inclusion and exclusion in terms of organization
and coexistence. Viewed as an enclave of flows and differences, the
city cannot be conceived without its banlieues and/or global
peripheries, nor without the decentralisation, relocation and abstract
collectivities that are experienced in daily life. There are no longer



peripheries and centres, first or second-hand metropolises; it is
rather diasporas and the subaltern what gives rise to identities.

The methodologies established within these publications break
away from the camera vs. world binary, prioritise collaborative and
speculative modes, and invite reflection on the potential uses and
purposes of images. They do not merely outline horizons of
collective emancipation and transformation, but rather put them to
the test in the present. They perform the constant push and pull of
different practices of connection that occur simultaneously among
the urban space and the communities that inhabit it, often without
reaching a definitive consensus. Their visual strategies embrace
voices of resistance, resilience, non-normativity and transgression in
the face of local and global programmatic forces that seek to
regulate biopolitical and environmental divisions and hierarchies.

Their critical positions, which are utopian at heart, pave the way
towards a landscape of coexistence that transcends reality. They
call, paraphrasing philosopher and sociologist Henri Lefebvre in
Urban Revolution (1970), for us to stop viewing the cities we create
and those we imagine as two different entities, since “the possible is
also reality.”
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Emmanuelle ANDRIANJAFY. Nothing’s in vain

MACK. UK, 2011.

Jordan BAUMGARTEN. The group for mutual development
Gost Books. UK, 2024.

Vincen BEECKMAN. Teen Spirit

IC Visual Lab. UK, 2022.

Michael BLASER. Raumordnung

Art Paper Editions. Belgium, 2018.

Mohamed BOUROUISSA. Périphérique

Loose Joints. France, 2022.

Alejandro CARTAGENA. A Small Guide to Ownership
The Velvet Cell. Germany, 2020.

Hannah DARABI. Soleil of Persian Square

Editions Gwinzegal. Switzerland, 2021.

Barbara DEBEUCKELAERE. Om (Mother)

Eriskay Connection. The Netherlands, 2024.

Eugeni GAY MARIN. A /a ville de...

Self-published. Barcelona, 2019.

George GEORGIOU. Last Stop

Self-published. UK, 2015.

Susanne HEFTI — Damjan KOKALEVSKI. Clubbing in Nairobi,
Cairo, Kyiv, Johannesburg, Berlin, Naples, Luanda, Lagos,
Bristol, Lisbon 1960.Spector Books. Germany, 2020.
Dana LIXENMBERG. Imperial Courts 1993-2015
Roma Publications. The Netherlands, 2016.

Paulien OLTHETEN. Non

Roma Publications. The Netherlands, 2019.

Tayo ONORATO - Nico KREBS. Future Memories
Editions Patrick Frey. Switzerland, 2022.

Daniel REUTER. Providencia

Skinnerboox. Italy, 2020.



Irina ROZOVSKY. In Plain Air

MACK. UK, 2021.

Giovanna SILVA - Paolo ROSELLI. Islamabad Today
Mouse Publishing. Italy, 2021.

Arturo SOTO. A Certain Logic of Expectations

Eriskay Connection. The Netherlands, 2022.

Katja STUKE - Oliver SIEBER. La ville lumiére

Bohm Kobayashi — Editions Gwinzegal. Germany-Switzerland,
2021.

Michele TAGLIAFERRI. A Swimming Pool

Dalpine / Skinnerboox. Spain — Italy, 2019.

VARIOS. Cairo Desert Cities

Ruby Press. Germany, 2018.

WERKER COLLECTIVE. A People’s Memory of a Working Class
Neighbourhood

Werker Collective. The Netherlands — Spain, 2019.

Henk WILDSCHUT. Ville de Calais

Editions Gwinzegal. Switzerland, 2017.

Raimond WOUDA. Polder Viil, Tuindorp Oostzaan, Amsterdam
1921-2021 Fw: Books. The Netherlands, 2022.

Zindzi ZWIETERING. Bron

Eriskay Connection. The Netherlands, 2024.



